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A Word From Our President 
 

Here Comes Summer!!! 
 
 So the popular song from the early 1960's goes. Going into June, we face drought 
conditions. A number of shrubs and trees took it on the chin from warmer than normal 
weather this winter. Japanese Hollies and Southern Magnolias come to mind. After a cool 
Spring, warm weather settled in just in time for Memorial Day. The Weather Service said 
we had .94" rainfall at BWI Airport for May. Lack of rainfall is helpful in scheduling our 
work, but the plants (and we humans) could benefit from a slow steady weekend rain! 
 
 The Spring General membership meeting held on April 19th at The Rose Restaurant 
in Linthicum was well attended. The presentation “Miss Utility & the Law” by Jack 
Sullivan & Tom Baldwin, representatives from BGE had everyone’s attention. The MAA 
members kept the two gentlemen well after 9 PM with loads of questions. I believe the 
group walked away from this presentation with a bunch of useful information. 
 
 The Maryland Arborist Day, April 28th at the World War II Memorial in Annapolis 
(across the river from the U.S. Naval Academy) on Ritchie Highway was the BEST 
attended event of this type, EVER!!! 80 individuals from a number of companies 
participated in the beautification of the Memorial. The MAA had a tree planting ceremony 
attended by two veterans and a picture of this ceremony was published in the Anne 
Arundel edition of The Baltimore Sun. Special thanks to those who planned this event and 
for those who helped make this Arborist Day, one for the books! The MAA Board is 
accepting suggestions for locations for the Spring 2008 event. You’re welcome to call 
Vanessa Finney, our Executive Director with your ideas. 
 
 The MAA will be assisting on Oct. 6, 2007 at the Central MD Research and Education 
Center University of MD Cooperative Extension, Open House. Located at 11975 Homewood Road, 
Ellicott City MD 21042, call 301-596-9413 for information. 
 
 Have a safe and enjoyable time this Summer. 

 
Damian Varga  
President,  
Maryland Arborist Association  
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Prince George’s County, Maryland 

Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine Fact Sheet 
 
Q: Why was a quarantine issued? 
A: Ash trees are a valuable resource for the nursery, landscaping, and timber industries in Maryland. The emerald ash 
borer, an exotic, federally-regulated pest that is responsible for the death of more than 20 million ash trees in Michigan, 
Indiana, and Ohio, threatens these resources. The insect was first detected in Maryland in 2003 after a Michigan 
nurseryman broke quarantine in that state and shipped infested trees into a Prince George’s County nursery. After 3 
years of work, officials believed the insect was eradicated from Maryland. In August 2006, the same experts found 
evidence that the emerald ash borer is still in the county. The quarantine is in place because of the recent detection. 
 
Q: What areas of Maryland are quarantined? 
A: All of Prince George’s County is under quarantine. Moving regulated articles out of Prince George’s 
County is prohibited. Additionally, the area of the county south of I-495 and Pennsylvania Avenue is considered 
to be the Infested Area. Moving regulated articles into the rest of the county from the Infested Area is prohibited. 
 
Q: What are considered to be “regulated articles”? 
A: Regulated articles include:  

• all life stages of the emerald ash borer 
• all hardwood firewood (non-coniferous) 
• ash (Fraxinus spp.) products including nursery stock, green lumber, and other ash material living, dead, cut, or 

fallen, including logs, stumps, roots, branches 
• uncomposted ash chips and bark larger than one inch in diameter in two dimensions. 

 
Q: What steps will be taken to solve the problem? 
A: Removal and destruction of all ash trees in defined areas is the only way to eradicate the emerald ash borer. In 
cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Prince George’s 
County government, and countless other partners, the Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) is currently 
conducting surveys to determine the scope of the infestation and determine a course of action. Maryland citizens in 
affected areas will be notified about survey and eradication efforts through press releases, mailings, Maryland 
Cooperative Extension, and public meetings. 
 
Q: What can I do to help? 
A: Help spread the word. DON’T MOVE FIREWOOD OUT OF PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY. In the 
Midwest, most new infestations have taken place because people have unknowingly taken pest-infested firewood to 
other locations. Prince George’s County residents should consider buying firewood locally to help vendors in the county 
who can’t sell their product elsewhere in Maryland. If you have a vacation destination out of the county, leave your 
firewood at home: Don’t Pack Firewood - Buy it Where you’ll Burn It! 
 
Q: Where can I find out more? 
A: Visit www.mda.state.md.us/plants-pests/eab/ for information regarding the emerald ash borer and the Maryland 
program. For more additional information or to report suspect emerald ash borer damage, call MDA at 410-841-5920. 
The Maryland Cooperative Extension Home and Garden Information Center, 800- 342-2507, www.hgic.umd.edu, is a 
good diagnostic resource for homeowners. 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  Existence of EAB is now confirmed in Pittsburgh, PA. 
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Department of Agriculture 

 

GYPSY MOTH in MARYLAND: Current conditions 
June 2007:  

 

Maryland is currently experiencing the worst gypsy moth outbreak in a dozen years. Wooded areas of Cecil 
Harford, Baltimore, Anne Arundel, Howard, Prince George’s Montgomery, Carroll, Frederick Washington, 
Allegany and Garrett Counties are having problems with defoliation by the gypsy moth. This is despite the 
spraying of over 50,000 acres of public and privately owned land in May by the Forest Pest Management Program.  

Many areas with current gypsy moth problems, but which were not sprayed, have turned out to be either areas 
known to have low – moderate population levels going into Spring 2007, or where no egg masses were observed 
prior to Spring 2006. Apparently dry weather the last two seasons has resulted in more caterpillars surviving to the 
large stage than usual, causing populations to surge and defoliation to increase. May 2007 was one of the driest 
Mays on record. Dry weather generally benefits the gypsy moth because it discourages the spread of the virus and 
fungal diseases that can infect a large percent of caterpillars.  

Many residents and homeowners are seeking advice regarding combating the heavy populations on their 
properties. As of the middle of June, the gypsy moth caterpillars in almost all areas (except in Allegany and Garrett 
Counties) are nearly full grown and it is not cost effective to hire an applicator to spray with insecticides at this late 
stage. Homeowners may still wish to directly treat trees and shrubs that can be reached with a pump sprayer or to 
kill caterpillars by brushing them with a wire brush into a bucket of soapy water to drown. Employing burlap skirts 
or sticky tapes will accomplish little unless the caterpillars are removed and destroyed daily. However, these and 
other control techniques designed for the homeowner will be almost futile when there are high numbers of 
caterpillars in their own and surrounding yards.  

If the Oak trees have been stripped of their leaves, the caterpillars will seek other food sources, including 
ornamental trees and bushes on your property. These can be protected by spraying with fast acting insecticides 
labeled for that use.  

The best actions to take are those which preserve the health of your trees. Trees that have lost 60% or more of their 
leaves to the gypsy moth are at the greatest risk. These trees may re-foliate in another 3 weeks or so, and will be in 
a weak and vulnerable condition. Trees can benefit greatly from being watered with a slow trickle of water over 
several hours. Water flow should be slow enough so that there is not run-off, but that allows the water to pool and 
soak into the ground. Homeowners are encouraged to also seek the advice of an arborist or licensed tree care 
expert.  

We would like to know your location which will help us in planning and evaluating our gypsy moth egg mass 
surveys conducted this Fall. Please contact your local regional Forest Pest management office. To find the contact 
information for the office that serves your area, visit the MDA website at www.mda.state.md.us/plants-
pests/forest_pest_mgmt or call 410-841-5922. 

 Surveys of egg mass counts are conducted in each area as part of the selection process for proposing areas to treat 
in the following year (spray 2008). The number of areas treated will depend on the amount of available funding 
from the U.S. Forest Service and State and local sources.  
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 Shady Notes  
 
 

Past Presidents’ Note 
MAA Past Presidents: Paul Foster & Frank Dudek 

 
Summer has finally arrived. After a longer and warmer than usual winter, a drier than usual spring, summer 
has come with its typical 3 H’s. Hot, Humid, & Hazy. 
 
After 32 years in the tree industry there are some things you never quite get used to. The weather is one of 
them and the others are complaints about your competitors.  
 
We are in a highly competitive business, with innovations of equipment, technology, & practices. Things have 
really changed from the old hemp rope, and wound dressing days.  
 
One thing that hasn’t changed is our code of ethics. I have had many days when I have picked up the phone 
and called a friend from another company to ask for advice, or a referral, or (even on some occasions) to 
borrow equipment or some cabling gear. There is, and always has been, a kind of brotherhood of tree 
climbers. Unfortunately, all of our brothers do not abide by the same code of ethics.   
 
When I was president of the MAA, years ago I never liked hearing other folks within the tree industry say 
they wouldn’t send their employees to an MAA, MAC-ISA tree event because they were sure a competitor 
would try to recruit them.  
 
Over the last two years I have been hearing more and more frequently instances of employers soliciting and 
even attempting to lure other companies’ employees away in less-than-ethical ways. This is not in the best 
interest of the companies and/or individuals, nor those who work hard to maintain an ethical and inviting 
environment within our industry. Cooperation and, most importantly, trust is what allows our community to 
thrive. Without the trust, our community, companies, and ultimately livelihoods will suffer.  
 
I have gained far more from the individuals at the seminars, workshops, and technical events sponsored by the 
MAA and MAC- ISA than some of the host speakers. There is always someone in the crowd with a good 
story, anecdote, or just simple advice that makes every event a learning experience. I would never want to tell 
one of my employees not to join MAA or attend a meeting because of a fear that a competitor would try to 
recruit them.   
 
If we are going to continue to propel this industry forward, we need to be united in professionalism and 
integrity. Putting down the competition and recruiting their employees only hurts each one of us. In the end 
we look bad to the general public (who may already have a low opinion of our industry), and what message 
does that send to our employees? This pulls us down to the lowest common denominator. 
 
We are better than that and we should strive to uphold the highest standards of personal and professional 
integrity. Please take the time to review the Maryland Arborist Association’s “Code of Ethics.” The text, in its 
entirety, can be found on the following page. 
 
Have a productive and safe summer, and stay on the high ground. 
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THE MARYLAND ARBORIST ASSOCIATION, INC. 
CODE OF ETHICS FOR ARBORISTS 

 
ARBORISTS will use their professional knowledge and skills in such a manner that the greatest benefit will be 

realized by society and the tree care industry. 
 

ARBORISTS will be truthful concerning their services and the benefits that may result. 

 

ARBORISTS will further the interests of arboriculture by the interchanging of information and experience with 
other Association members. 

 

ARBORISTS will be loyal to clients and will faithfully perform work as agreed to by both client and arborist. 

 

ARBORISTS will always strive to promote proper techniques as outlined in the ANSI standards.   

 

ARBORISTS will not reduce a quoted fee for performing a specific job if informed of the fee quoted by another 
arborist. 

 

ARBORISTS will not offer employment to employees of another arborist without the latter's knowledge.  
Arborists will endeavor to properly train employees. 

 
ARBORISTS will refrain from reviewing the work of another arborist for the latter's client, for the purpose of 

obtaining work.   
 

ARBORISTS will report any instance of what they consider substantial and convincing evidence of improper 
work or unethical conduct to the proper authorities and to the Executive Committee of the Association. 

 

ARBORISTS will, if called to serve as expert witnesses, base all testimony on an adequate knowledge of the 
subject and render an opinion according to honest convictions. 

 

ARBORISTS will conduct all matters relating to arboricultural activities, business operations and civic 
responsibilities in a manner that will further the status of arboriculture as a respected profession. 

 
Portions of this code adopted from the code of ethics of the International Society of Arboriculture, Inc., and used 
by permission. 

OUR MISSION 
The mission of the Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. is to promote 

education in the field of arboriculture, to support the success of 
arboriculture and to promote the importance of tree care.  The 

association will provide a forum for the exchange of information and 
will encourage professionalism through the collective efforts of the 

members.
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How Drought Stress Predisposes Trees and Shrubs to Diseases 
Ethel M. Dutky, Plant Diagnostic Laboratory www.plantclinic.umd.edu 

Department of Entomology, University of Maryland, College Park 
 

 Several weather extremes are common in landscapes in the mid-Atlantic region: winter cold, late 
spring frosts, summer heat and summer drought. In this presentation I will discuss some of what we may 
expect to see in landscapes with an emphasis on diseases promoted by growing season drought stress. 
 Drought, extreme winter cold and heat injury all may produce similar symptoms. All three 
conditions create a situation for the plant where moisture is not adequate to maintain the proper water 
levels in plant tissues. In the past 15 years, more than half of Maryland growing seasons have been 
characterized by drought, with 2002 one of the driest in recorded weather history. The fall 2005 drought 
was long and brutal. Spring 2006 was also dry, as was the winter. During this period, only three growing 
seasons (1996, 2003, 2004) had cooler than normal temperatures and above average rainfall. Landscape 
plants have been subjected to repeated growing season droughts, going into winter in a stressed 
condition.  
 Extreme winter cold is similar to summer drought in that frozen water is unavailable to the plant. 
The air is very dry as well. In the midAtlantic region we often have wide swings in winter temperatures, 
with days in the teens followed by sunny days in the 60's or even 70's. This fluctuation in winter 
temperatures may disturb the winter dormancy of the plant, making it more susceptible to winter 
damage. The primary mechanism of this winter damage is dessication (drying) of shoots, buds and 
foliage. Plant tissues damaged by cold injury are often more readily invaded by bacteria or fungi, so 
when the damage is noticed, it may not be obvious that the primary cause was cold, as fungal structures 
or bacteria are present. Plant hardiness zones are partially determined by the lowest winter temperatures, 
and when temperatures fall one or two zones below normal, many plants may be killed outright. 
 
Mechanisms and symptoms of drought injury: 
 
 Plants are damaged directly and indirectly. Direct damage is from dessication of foliage, buds, 
bark and roots. Indirect injury includes inhibition of photosynthesis, and the resulting slowing of plant 
growth; the inability to make defensive chemicals. In conifers this includes reduced production of pitch 
or resin. 
 Plants react to water stress in a variety of ways. The first response is that stomates close, soon 
photosynthesis shuts down. On broad leafed plants, the leaves may droop, roll, and older leaves may 
yellow and drop. This reduces water loss, and reduces the amount of tissue requiring water. If water 
stress continues, the edges of leaves and interveinal areas will yellow and brown.  This is usually 
symmetrical, starting at the leaf tips and working back. 
 Conifers are better adapted to withstand winter drought stress and cold extremes than summer 
heat and drought, which are very damaging. Look for drop of older needles followed by browning of 
needle tips. If the drought continues, even current season needles will droop, gradually yellow, then 
brown. Needle length and twig growth may be reduced. Many conifers also exhibit resinous bleeding 
cankers on large branches and main trunks.  
 As the drought becomes more prolonged, shoots dry out and die from the tips back. Eventually 
the entire plant wilts, becomes crisp and dry, and does not respond to irrigation. At this point, the plant 
may die or be so damaged that it has lost ornamental usefulness. 
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PLANTS AT INCREASED RISK 
 Scout key plants at greatest risk of drought damage. 
 Plants in the first year following transplant (installation) are at highest risk. Any plant in a 
difficult site (where soil has poor water retention: for example compacted clay soils, or sites with limited 
space) will be at increased risk. Plants with poor root systems, such as from nematodes, mechanical 
damage from construction, root feeding insects (root weevils) or disease (Phytophthora root rot, black 
root rot) will be less able to withstand drought stress. Shallow rooted plants are more likely to be killed 
by prolonged drought. 
 Established plants have a larger root system, and so are better able to withstand short droughts, 
but may be damaged by extended droughts. 
 
Table 1. Plants that are intolerant of drought stress. 
 
azaleas 
rhododendrons 
ash, Fraxinus spp. 
tulip poplar, Liriodendron tulipifera (yellow leaves, leaf 
drop) 
sweet gum, Liquidambar spp. 
Skimmia, Skimmia japonica 
Stewartia, Stewartia spp. 
English ivy, Hedera helix 
flowering cherries, Prunus species and hybrids 
 

 
Eastern white pine, Pinus strobus 
Eastern flowering dogwood, Cornus florida 
Kousa dogwood, Cornus kousa 
Norway maple, Acer platinoides 
Japanese maple, A. palmatum 
horse chestnut, Aesculus spp. 
Canadian hemlock, Tsuga canadensis 
Franklin tree, Franklinia alatamaha 
ornamental plums, Prunus cerasifera 
 

 
 Select “tough” plants for difficult sites. A difficult site is one where drought stress will be more 
severe because of site orientation (south facing slopes, heat reflected from pavement or buildings), soil 
characteristics (sandy, gravelly, or heavy compacted clay) or restricted soil area (containers, traffic 
islands). 
 
Table 2. Stress tolerant trees and shrubs. 
 
Amur cork tree, Phellodendron 
amurense 
Amur maple, Acer ginnala 
Amur privet, Ligustrum amurense 
Anthony Waterer spiraea, Spiraea 
x bumalda ‘Anthony Waterer’ 
barberry, Berberis spp. 
bayberry, Myrica pensylvanica 
bearberry, Arctostaphylos uvaursi 
birch (gray), Betula populifolia 
blackhaw viburnum, Viburnum 
prunifolium 
bush cinquefoil,Potentilla fruticosa 
chaste tree, Vitex negundo 
common witchhazel, Hamamelis 
virginiana 
most crabapples, Malus spp. 
 

 
serviceberry, Amelanchier spp. 
Turkish filbert, Corylus colurna 
ginkgo, Ginkgo biloba 
glossy abelia, Abelia x grandiflora 
golden raintree, Koelreuteria 
paniculata 
holly (most), Ilex spp. 
ironwood, Ostrya virgiana 
Japanese pagoda tree, Sophora 
japonica 
Japanese tree lilac, Syringa 
reticulata 
Japanese zelkova, Zelkova serrata 
red maple, Acer rubrum 
Tatarian maple, Acer tataricum 
trident maple, Acer buergeranum 
mimosa, Albizia julibrissin 
 

 
pin oak, Quercus palustris 
white oak, Quercus alba 
Conifers: 
Adams needle, Yucca spp. 
Atlas cedar, Cedrus atlantica 
yews, Taxus spp. 
Eastern red cedar, Juniperus 
virginiana 
Pfitzer juniper, most junipers 
Japanese black pine, Pinus 
thunbergii 
Mugo pine, Pinus mugo 
Scotch pine, Pinus sylvestris 
Norway spruce, Picea abies 
Colorado blue spruce, Picea 
pungens 
Serbian spruce, Picea omorika 
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DISEASES PROMOTED BY DROUGHT: 
 
 Drought stress promotes diseases through several different mechanisms. It may alter the plant’s 
physiology, making it more susceptible. It may reduce the ability of the plant to produce defensive 
chemicals or to “out grow” the disease. More severe drought stress causes physical injury to tissues 
through drying; damaged tissues are then easily invaded by otherwise “weak” pathogens. Drought can 
make the plant more attractive to the insect vectors of some diseases. 
 
Specific examples: 
 Armillaria root rot, due to physiological changes in the stressed tree which stimulate the 
Armillaria fungus to shift into aggressive growth mode, and hasten death of the tree. 
 Dutch elm disease, because drought stressed trees become much more attractive to elm bark 
beetles (the vector fro the fungus), actually attracting them to lay eggs in the tree. 
 Pine wilt nematode, because drought stressed pines cannot make resin which may protect from 
“beetle maturation feeding” infection; and because drought stressed trees attract the long horned pine 
sawyer beetle vector to lay eggs in the tree (another opportunity for infection). 
 Verticillium wilt, because drought stress inhibits the tree’s ability to “wall off” the fungus. This 
allows the fungus to invade more of the wood. Drought stress increases symptom expression. Infected 
trees will exhibit much more severe symptoms following drought stress.  
 Many canker fungi appear to require that the tree be stressed in order for disease to occur. In 
many cases this is a complex situation where both drought stress as a predisposer and wet conditions to 
allow infection are required. Some example include Botryosphaeria cankers (redbud, apple, 
rhododendron, many others); Cytospora canker of conifers (spruce); Cytospora canker of Prunus, 
willow and maple; Hypoxylon canker of oaks; Nectria cankers in many hardwoods; Fusarium cankers 
(especially following late spring frost injury); Seiridium canker of Leyland cypress; Diplodia 
(Sphaeropsis) canker on two needle pines.  
 If plants have a root disease (fungal or nematode) they will be more rapidly and severely 
damaged by drought.  
 
WHAT CAN BE DONE? 
 
 Control weeds and grasses in the root zone to reduce competition for water. Organic mulches can 
help conserve soil moisture and control weeds.  
 Irrigate to replace soil moisture in the root zone before severe drought injury symptoms appear. 
This is essential for the survival of recently transplanted trees and shrubs. Place highest priority for 
supplemental water on plants in the first 3 years following installation. Gator bags are very helpful! 
 Monitor for spider mites and control before severe foliar damage is seen. Hot, dry weather 
promotes spider mite population explosions. Damaged foliage does not recover.  
 Remove dead and dying trees as promptly as possible. This is important to prevent them from 
serving as breeding grounds for bark beetles and other borers. 
 Avoid planting highly drought susceptible and shallow rooted species (see table 1) in drought 
prone sites such as south facing slopes, traffic islands, containers, compacted soil. Select more drought 
tolerant plants for these difficult sites (Table 2). 
 Amend soil with organic matter to improve moisture retention and porosity, which will permit 
better root growth and plant establishment. 
 If the drought is persisting into early winter, consider irrigation to ensure that plants go into 
winter dormancy with adequate soil moisture.
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Welcome to the Following 
New MAA Members: 

Active Members 
 
Allen & Sons Tree Service 
Richard Thomas Allen, Jr. 
4724 Eugene Avenue 
Baltimore, MD  21206 
410-325-5951 
 
DTS 
Norman J. King, III 
4002 Meadowview Drive 
Suitland, MD  20746 
301-736-9332 
 
JD Outdoors LLC 
Jason Davidov 
23 Clarendon Avenue 
Baltimore, MD  21208 
443-691-3550 
 
Richard’s Tree Care 
Richard Folderauer 
1338 Cape St. Claire Road 
Annapolis, MD  21409 
410-757-5793 
 
Sawyer’s Tree Service, Inc. 
Harry M. Sawyer, IV 
1103 Skyway Drive 
Annapolis, MD  21409 
410-757-2440 

 
 
 
 

 
Employee Members 
 
Allen & Sons Tree Service 
Minnie I. Allen 
4724 Eugene Avenue 
Baltimore, MD  21206 
410-325-5951 
 
Allen & Sons Tree Service 
Tracey L. Allen 
4724 Eugene Avenue 
Baltimore, MD  21206 
410-325-5951 
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The MAA and the MD Department of Natural Resources would like to congratulate the following 
individuals, who passed the Maryland Licensed Tree Expert examination on May 23, & June 20, 2007 

in Annapolis: 
  
Wilfred Montague Dyer, 4th, F. A. BARTLETT TREE EXPERT COMPANY of Princess Anne, MD 
Aaron Barkley Garver, THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY of Baltimore, MD 
Thomas Francis Kane, NANTICOKE LAWN & YARD of Salisbury, MD 
Christopher Lee Myers, THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY of Gaithersburg, MD 
Ralph Augustin Nagle, THE F. A. BARTLETT TREE EXPERT COMPANY of Accokeek, MD 
Christopher Noble Rosier, THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT COMPANY of Baltimore, MD 

 
Schedule of Upcoming Maryland DNR Tree Expert Exams  

 
Adopted in 1945, the Maryland Tree Expert Law addresses tree care work done for compensation on private 
or public property in Maryland. The purpose of the law is to provide a layer of consumer protection by 
licensing qualified and insured tree care companies and individuals. Anyone seeking to practice or advertise 
tree care services in the State of Maryland must obtain a license from the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources.  
 
Who must have a license? 
All tree care professionals practicing in Maryland must obtain a license. Without a license, they may not 
practice or advertise tree removal or tree care services in the state. To obtain a license, the applicant must 
possess adequate and related college education plus one year of experience under a LTE or have five years 
experience under a Licensed Tree Expert (LTE), then have passed the Maryland LTE exam and carry 
adequate amounts of liability and property damage insurance. License must be renewed annually every 
January.  

The Forest Service conducts a preparatory course for Licensed Tree Expert examinees in May of each year.  

When is the licensed tree expert exam? 
Remaining 2007 exam dates are as follows:  August 22, 2007, September 19, 2007, October 17, 2007, 
November 14, 2007, December 12, 2007. 
All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters., Annapolis, MD 21401. Directions and parking information 
can be found @: http://www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html. 
 
NOTE: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the lobby. Valid photo ID is required for entry.  

For information & exam applications: Please contact: Ms. Romcesa Estep 410-260-8521 or 
www.dnr.state.md.us. 
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Roadside Tree Law 
 

 

• Roadside Tree Permits  
o Roadside Tree Project permits are issued for a specific tree or group of trees for specific tree care 

operations.  This is the permit form to use if you do not have a Roadside Tree Blanket permit, or if your 
Roadside Tree Blanket permit does not authorize the desired work. Permits may be obtained on the 
Forest Service’s website:  http://www.dnr.state.md.us/forests. 

o Roadside Tree Blanket permits are issued for comprehensive and continuing programs of general tree 
care such as those administered by State agencies, counties, municipalities, corporations, and public 
utilities. Click here to obtain an application for a Roadside Tree Blanket Permit.  

Passed in 1914, this Law and its regulations were developed to protect our roadside trees by ensuring their proper care 
and protection and to ensure their compatibility with an efficient and dependable public utility system.  

Millions of trees grow along the more than 30,000 miles of improved roads in Maryland. The trees growing along our 
roadways and in our communities are an important urban and community resource. They provide aesthetic, 
environmental, economic, and social benefits.  

The Maryland DNR Forest Service protects trees along our public road rights-of way through enforcement of the 
Roadside Tree Law.  

Before Trimming a Roadside Tree 

 
Before a roadside tree is trimmed or cared for in any way, a Tree Care Permit must be obtained from the Maryland DNR 
Forest Service. A roadside tree is any tree that grows all or in part within a public road right-of-way. A permit is also 
needed to plant a tree within the public road right-of-way.  

Any work (including the removal of a tree having a permit) performed on a street tree must be done by a Licensed Tree 
Care Expert.  

When tree care is performed on a roadside tree without a permit, a fine may be assessed or more severe actions taken by 
the Department of Natural Resources.  

Why Permits are Necessary  

 
Permits are a good tool that help to protect our street trees. Issuance of Tree Care Permits is important to ensure:  

• Only beneficial and necessary tree trimming, root cutting, fertilization, or other maintenance practices will be 
done and done correctly to roadside trees.  

• Tree hazards are documented and corrective action, including removal and replacement, is done in a timely and 
safe manner by trained professionals (Licensed Tree Experts).  

• The right tree (correct type) is planted in the right location, thereby avoiding future problems and conflicts with 
sidewalks, overhead and underground utilities, and sight distances.  



 12

 

 

Who Should Apply for a Permit?  
 

 
If you believe a roadside tree is a hazard, or if you are replacing or maintaining community street trees as part of an 
overall plan, you should apply for a roadside tree permit before any tree care work is performed.  

How to Apply for a Permit  

 

A request must be made to the Maryland DNR Forest Service office in the County where the tree exists. Request must 
include location (street address) of tree or grouped trees, adjacent property owner(s) name and address, the type of tree 
care requested and why.  

If the request is approved, the permit procedure requires that the property owner who has a roadside tree (within the 
public road right-of-way) in front of his/her property signs the application. If the roadside tree straddles two properties, 
both owners must sign the same application. The actual submittal (& fee) can be accomplished by an agent of the owner 
(ie: Licensed Tree Expert) at the owner's expense.  

The Application Review Process  

 
After the request has been received by the local Project Office, the review process will be as follows:  

1. A Forest Ranger will complete an on-site examination of the tree(s) to determine if the proposed tree care is 
necessary and/or to approve, modify, or deny the application as appropriate.  

2. Per on-site observations, the application will be approved or denied by the Forest Ranger  
3. After the review is completed, the Ranger will leave with or mail to the applicant the application with review 

comments added.  
4. If the application is denied, comments explaining the decision and giving alternatives are added to the returned 

application .  

If the application is approved, the property owner(s) must sign the application and return it to the proper Maryland DNR 
Forest Service Regional Office with a check or money order (made payable to the DNR) in the amount of $25.00 for the 
permit.  

Upon approval and receipt by DNR of the signed application and fee, a permit will be issued and mailed to the 
applicant's address shown on the application. After the permit is issued, the applicant may proceed with the work. 
Permits are valid for one year from date of issuance. If work is not done within one year, a new inspection and permit is 
necessary.  

The Department of Natural Resources is the permitting agency but does not perform the tree work. The DNR will notify 
the local jurisdiction that the permit has been issued. Local tree care involvement varies per town and county, and if 
customary, the county or municipal government will schedule the work to be done. Upon receipt of the permit, the 
homeowner may hire a Licensed Tree Expert to perform the work allowed per the permit.  



 
 



 
                 

Shady Notes 

 

July 15 -17, 2007  TCIA’s Legislative Day on the Hill, Washington, D.C., 1-800-733-2622 

Sept. 19-20, 2007  TCIA’s Certified Treecare Safety Workshop & Exam, Linthicum, MD, 1-800-733-2622 

Oct. 1-3, 2007  MAC-ISA Annual Meeting, Hagerstown, MD, www.mac-isa.org 

Oct. 6, 2007  Open House, Central MD Research and Education Center University of MD Cooperative Extension, 
   11975 Homewood Road, Ellicott City MD 21042, call 301-596-9413 for info. 

Oct. 18, 2007  MAA’s Executive Committee Meeting 

Oct. 20, 2007  MAA’s Fall Field Day 

Nov. 6-7, 2007  TCIA’s Certified Treecare Safety Workshop & Exam, Hartford, CT, 1-800-733-2622 

Nov. 8-10, 2007  TCI EXPO – Hartford, CT. Visit www.TCIA.org, and click on meetings for details 

Jan. 16 & 17, 2008 MAA’s 28th Annual Winter Seminar, Turf Valley Inn, Ellicott City, MD 

  

Calendar of Events 
www.mdarborist.com                 1-888- MD TREES / 410-321-8082         Email: director@mdarborist.com  

Look at what’s  
Happening Now! 



 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Shady Notes 

Maryland Arborist Association, 
Board of Directors 

 
 

July 1, 2006  - June 31, 2008  Executive 
Committee Members 

 
President 

   Damian Varga, spsdamian@juno.com 
410-321-0970 

 
President-Elect 

Nicholas Valentine, nvalentine@lewistree.com  
410-987-4815 

 

Secretary  
Steve Castrogiovanni, steve@arborcare-inc.com 

301-570-6033 
 

Treasurer 
   Kevin Mullinary, Kevin.mullinary@davey.com 

410-377-4002 
 

Immediate  
Past President & Director 

      John Blake, wyetree@friend.ly.net 
410-822-3220 

 
 

Directors 
Bob Mead, meadtree@meadtree.com  

 301-854-5990 
 

John Davis, jdavis@bartlett.com  
410-526-6655 

 
Tom Mayer, tdmayerconsulting@yahoo.com 

410-437-4228 
 

Advisors 
       Scott Bates, sbates@bartlett.com 

703-550-6900 
 

   Stanton Gill, sgill@umd.edu 
301-596-9413 

 
Chris Klimas, chris.klimas@davey.com 

301-829-6915 
 

Dr. Michael Raupp, mraupp@umd.edu 
301-596-3626 

 
Honorary Director 

   Matthew Anacker, mcatree@msn.com 
410-486-4561 

 
Shady Notes: Editor, 

Political Liaison 
   Frank Dudek, frank12@comcast.net 

410-998-1100 
 

Executive Director 
   Vanessa A. Finney, director@mdarborist.com 

1-888-638-7337 / 410-321-8082 

 
Editor’s Choice: Book of the Month  

Submitted by: Frank Dudek, of Carroll Tree Service, Inc.  
 

The Woods in Your Backyard  
Learning to Create and Enhance Natural Areas 

Around Your Home 
By: Jonathan Kays, Joy Drohan, Adam Downing, and  

Jim Finley 
Although we are in the business of urban forestry, we shall still remain stewards 
of the forest. This book is an excellent guide to improve your understanding of 
the forest and its multitude of ecosystems and how it all ties into the great 
Chesapeake Bay.  
 
Along with improving the environment around us, for all creatures great and 
small, this book will help you help your clients to better understand and enjoy 
the smaller parcels of forest in many of our backyards.  

Asian longhorned beetle 
 
The Asian longhorned beetle, Angoplophora glabripennis, is extremely 
destructive to hardwood trees, with the potential to wipe out entire 
populations of trees in a short period of time.  This beetle has not been 
found in Maryland.  The only known infestations in the Unites States are 
in New York City, Cartaret, NJ, Chicago, and Prall’s Island (between NJ 
and Staten Island) resulting in the removal of hundreds of valuable street 
and parkland trees.   
 
Quick identification and containment is vital to controlling this pest.  It is 
important that homeowners, arborists and anyone else finding a beetle 
that looks like it, contact MDA immediately. 
 
First save the beetle, even if it is already dead.  Place the beetle in a 
secure container.  Immediately call MDA at 410-841-5922. 



 

 

Shady Notes 
Maryland  Arborist Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 712 
Brooklandville, MD  21022 
 
www.mdarborist.com 

Each generation takes the earth as trustees.  We ought to bequeath to posterity as many 
forests and orchards as we have exhausted and consumed. 
-   J. Sterling Morton 


